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I am neither a church historian nor a professional librarian. I cannot speak as an expert but only say something about the present situation of the Church in China and something about documentation of the Chinese Church. 

1/ Present Situation of the Protestant Church in China

The modern development of the Church in China can be characterized by two periods. One is the fast growing period from 1979 till the end of last century. The second is the mature development period started from the end of last century. I believe that there is no single religion that is able to meet all the religious need of all the people particularly in a big, multi-culture and multi-ethnic country. That is why that there is a space for Christianity in China, and that is also the reason that our Church developed very rapidly in the twenty years at the end of last century.  It is because of that there is no faith that is able to meet the religious need of all people, there is a margin for the development of Christianity in China. That is why Chinese Church stresses on its mature development now.

At present, we do not have exact statistics about the Church in China. The following figures are from a rough statistics in 2005:

· over 16 million church members
· 55 thousand churches and meeting points
· 2055 pastors including 364 females
· 1739 associate pastors including 625 females
· 5573 elders
· 27439 evangelists
· one hundred and fifty thousand lay ministers
· 18 seminaries and bible schools
· over 1800 enrolled students in the 18 schools in 2005
· over 8000 students graduated from the 18 seminaries and bible schools
 By the end of 2007, Chinese Church has published 44 million copies of bibles with 19 versions, 8 ethnic languages and Braille bibles as well.  
Because of its introverted ethical understanding, Chinese Church was marginalized in Chinese society. That awkward situation hindered the prevalence of the Gospel in Chinese society and also obstructed Chinese Church from becoming the light and the salt in our society. 

Two of the major ministries we are carrying on among many are training and social service. We need to train qualified pastoral personnel and reinforce the capacity of management, financing and evangelism of our Church. We are also determined to develop social service programmes and vitalize the social function of our church to serve our society and bear witness to the Gospel. 
2/ Documentation

The historical memory of Chinese Church is not well documented. The reasons are many. 
· One is perhaps that Chinese history is very long. In comparison, one or two hundred years’ history of the church is considered two new to be a history. 

· Up to 1949, the church in China was under the hands of western missionaries. Almost all leaders of churches in China were western missionaries. When the national conference of churches in China was held, the only language used in the conference was English. 

The missionaries did documentations. While it was done in English, and not many Chinese Christians could participate. In the 1950s, when foreign powers had to retreat from China, missionaries left as well. They took most of the Documents away with them. That is why there are more materials on Chinese church history in western institutes than in China.
In 1950s, church universities were converted into state universities. The documents left in their libraries were well preserved. Documents in  seminary libraries were also preserved.  

In 1950s, Chinese churches had some publications that reflected the faith, church life and theological reflections in that particular situation. However, they were not well preserved. 
In 1960s and 70s, some of the documents were burned by red guards as the results of old culture.
Since 1979, the Chinese Church invested all its energy in restoring and expending churches. Restoring the past memories were ignored. 
If one asks the ultimate reason that the Chinese Church has no passion in documenting the past, it might be that documentations were done by denominational missions. When Chinese Church entered into its post denominational period, it did not know how and did not feel the need to relate itself to those denominational missions and to their documentations. 
· China Eastern Seminary that is managed by the cooperation of five provincial Christian councils has a library with about 80 thousand copies of books. Among them, about 50 thousand are of historical studies. Certainly, they are in English and the students and most of the faculties members of the seminary have no capacity to use them. They are so valuable that some of them are locked and hard to be approached. 
· China Christian Council and National TSPM have published 300 titles of books in spiritual formation, theology, biblical studies, and are publishing about 40 titles each year. 
In some state universities, church archives are established and studies on church history are developed.  
History is not only a reminder, but also a source of wisdom. What happened in the past will tell us our legacy and where we are from. It will also dictate where we are going.  It is time for Chinese Church to collect the past memories.  
