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An increase in relevant studies in mission history has opened our eyes to women’s commitment to mission work, both in Roman Catholic and Protestant churches. Despite this encouraging development, missiological reflection from the perspective of women’s theology or feminist theology has been hardly taken note of within the wider missiological community. Recently, several research projects have been conducted to bring missiology into dialogue with gender analysis and reflection. This research project, which will carry on the process of the Women in Mission Interest Group at the last IAMS Assembly in South Africa, is a further contribution towards this necessary process. It not only identifies missiological questions that merit further investigation but aims at bringing together a great variety of voices ranging from evangelical to pluralist in order to promote reflection on the meaning of mission from the diverse perspectives of women living and witnessing their faith in a postcolonial world where the complexities of, and the differences between women’s experiences - also in terms of women’s experiences of the Christian faith and other religious movements - have become more and more apparent. 

In view of a world shaken by injustice and violence what is asked for is a theologically grounded vision of mission that is reflective of and informed by the various contexts of women’s concrete life experiences and gives adequate answers to the challenges posed by the past and present fractures and divisions: A vision that enables us to overcome these divisions in favour of liberating interdependence, to achieve unity in diversity and to strengthen our common witness in today's world. The theme of the XIth IAMS Assembly “The Integrity of Mission in the Light of the Gospel. Bearing the witness of the Spirit” can be understood as an invitation to reflect on how women theologians understand the missionary nature of the Christian faith without being universalist and exclusivist and without losing perspective of the positive aspects of socio-political, religious and cultural diversity. Placing confidence in God’s ceaseless activity in the world, the theme’s reference to the divine mystery of the Spirit reminds us that our mission does not consist in just giving but also in exploring, discovering and recognizing God’s transforming presence and receiving God’s multiform revelation in others.

Postcolonial theory and theological approaches hold positive challenges for such an ecumenical women’s theological project, especially with regard to an understanding of mission which truly lives up to the Christian conviction that revelation and salvation in Jesus Christ reach the whole creation, every human being and all of humanity, and are thus of universal significance. Questions that may be raised are:

· How do we understand and re-interpret mission in the light of postcolonial theory and hermeneutics? How can mission scholars through their theological work contribute to a positive valuation of difference in church and society? In the light of the particular experience of Christians living in religiously divers or “post-Christian” contexts, how do we understand and interpret the encounter between Christians and individuals of other faiths in terms of a postcolonial understanding of mission?

· How do we read the Bible and other religious texts by means of a postcolonial hermeneutics? 

· How must missionary archives be read in order to give importance to the marginalized figures, to the women, whose work has been forgotten, especially of the indigenous women? How has the history of mission to be re-written in order to recreate the stories of the indigenous women and their ways to live as women of faith? 

· How do we deal with the differences and divides between women theologians (including non-academic women of faith) in various parts of the world, in the light of postcolonial theory and hermeneutics? How do we maintain the integrity, the particularity, and the diversity of the various traditions and mission understandings? 

With these questions in mind, the Women and Mission Study Group asks for contributions from the field of academics as well as from missionary practice. Scholars and activists, lay leaders, ordained clergy, and theologians are invited to explore how a postcolonial perspective might challenge and transform the discourse on the meaning of mission considering the contradictory intersections of colonialism, gender, and religion. The intention is to contribute to the debate on what essentially belongs to mission and to offer something creative to our churches and communities. Though the research project has been designed in view of the IAMS 2004 Assembly from July 31 – August 7, 2004 in Port Dickson, Malaysia, it is not restricted to those who may be able to participate in this event. Those interested - IAMS members as well as non-members who are active within the field of women’s/feminist theology and practice of mission - are invited to join the research process by submitting a paper. In accordance with the overall aim of the research project not only learned missiological articles are welcome but also stories, case studies, personal experiences or poems. At a later stage, the contributions the task team received will be communicated to all participants in order to encourage further discussion. We hope to create a space for learning and experience which would help on the one hand to assert and value our differences in the face of universalising forces and on the other hand to recognise that though we may bring with us differing understandings of mission, each one bears a strong witness to her faith which might provide a common ground for globally working together in a post-colonial world in order to carry out God’s mission.

Those who will be attending the IAMS 2004 Assembly in Malaysia are invited to present their papers in the sessions of the Mission Study Group at the conference. The sessions have the aim to bring the research project to the attention of IAMS and to discuss the first results with missiologists and activists from different denominations and places. The sessions will be organized around the presentations of the participants as well as the papers the task team will have received up to then. Also the continuation and further development of the research project shall be discussed. The structuring of the sessions, and selection of papers to be given, will be based on a brief outline or abstract of approximately 250 words sent by email or Fax to the address indicated below. Please submit the outline or abstract of your paper no later than 31.01.2004, accompanied by a brief biographic profile. After the evaluation of the paper proposals by the task team, the authors of the accepted proposals will be duly notified and asked to submit the full paper by May 31st 2004. Though the length of the written paper can vary, the oral presentation should not exceed a maximum of 20 minutes followed by questions of clarification.
There are plans to publish a collection of selected contributions sent in and the workshop proceedings in aftermath of the conference.
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