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Mission beyond Onto-Theology: The Theology of receptio dei 

 

In the twentieth century, theology of mission within Mission Studies with its focus on ‘mission as missio dei’ has 
continued the legacy of western metaphysics which has objectified ‘God’ within a rationalist framework, in other words 
continues to be trapped within onto-theology. But the twentieth century is also famously known for the Heideggerian 
‘end of metaphysics’ or a critique of onto-theology which has opened up space for a new language to theologize about 
‘God’. However, this critique of metaphysics has not yet been sufficiently engaged within theology of mission. 

In this paper I would like to begin with a critique of missio dei to reveal its onto-theological foundations. Then I 
articulate a critique of onto-theology and its rationality thus opening space for a post-rationalist theology. This critique 
of rationality, particularly in the famous Winch-Taylor debate, has taken place in the context of western rationality 
meeting other cultures and thus can be equally applied to a missional rationality that continues the metaphysics of 
missio dei. Building on this critique I would like to argue that in the understanding of mission as receptio dei we can 
find a new language to theologize about G-d that is authentic to the mission experience.  

Using Jean-Luc’s conception of ‘the gift’ and Sri Aurobindo’s interpretation of the ‘Parātpara Brahman’, I explore a 
theology of receptio dei which, I argue, not only resonates with the mission experience, but also enables Mission 
Studies to make a serious contribution to Post-rational theology. 

Brainerd Prince, PhD 
Visiting Research Tutor, Oxford Centre for Mission Studies, Oxford 
Research Fellow, Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies, A Recognized Independent Centre of the University of Oxford 
Director, Samvada Centre for Research Resources, New Delhi 
 
Contact Details:  
17 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 1TH, U.K.                C-56 Panchsheel Vihar, Near Khirki Gaon, New Delhi 110017, India 
+44 1865 428581 (h) +44 7717 317 382 (m)            +91 11 2954 3409 (h)     +91 9818 952701 (m) 


